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Ohinetahi

The Ohinetahi Group was awarded the
2006 Regional Resource Management
Award in the Community category (see
below).

Civic Awards

Bill Le Gros, a former member of the
Eastenders, and a keen supporter of the
Society was awarded a Christchurch Civic
award for his continued work on the tracks
in the Sumner area, particularly the Captain
Thomas and Scarlborough Bluffs tracks.
We would like to take this opportunity of
congratulating Bill on this well deserved
recognition for his efforts.

Grants

As a voluntary organisation, the Society is
reliant on grants, donations and
membership subscriptions. We would like
to take this opportunity of thanking
Christchurch City Council for its grant of
$20,000, and Selwyn District Council for
a grant of $2,250. Neither of these are
project related, and are invaluable in
helping us support our work parties and
to fund our day-to-day running costs.

Sponsorship

For a number of years, we have used OMC
Power Equipment at 98 Gasson Street for
the servicing of our weedeaters and other
equipment, and for purchasing spares. This
year, we were delighted to receive $150
of vouchers to help us with the cost of
‘consumables’.

Lunchtime discussions at the Sign of the
Bellbird, 29 October 2006.

Planning Day and Membership

Around 10 years ago, Maurice McGregor introduced the concept of meeting
each year to prepare a Development Plan. This has proved very successful,
and has enabled us to regularly review what we do, and to make plans
and set targets for the following year. When we reviewed last year's
Development Plan, it was evident that in the majority of areas we were
on track. It was decided therefore to concentrate on membership and
publicity, and in September, Liz Grant, local radio producer and freelance
writer facilitated an interesting and lively session, which has resulted in an
‘Action Plan’, intended to increase our membership base and to raise the
Society’s profile.

We have had an excellent year for membership, which has again shown
an increase on the previous year. In a climate of many voluntary organisations
struggling to maintain membership, this is particularly pleasing. Our
membership now stands at 330. However, this is not a true reflection of
our ‘constituency’. In recent years, a number of groups such as tramping
clubs have joined the Society. We have tried a range of initiatives for
increasing membership, and the traditional ‘word of mouth’ remains the
most effective. Thanks therefore to all those who have spread the word
and recruited new members during the year.

Invoices for subscriptions accompany this newsletter, and we hope that all
existing members will continue to support the Society and renew subscriptions.

Despite our growth in numbers, the Board believes that we cannot afford
to be complacent, hence the ‘'membership challenge’, which was agreed
at the Planning Day, and is explained in the separate flyer. We have stressed
on many occasions that our influence and effectiveness is dependent on
membership numbers, and even if you cannot take an active part, your
membership is still valuable.

Since the last newsletter we welcome:

Mr & Mrs Amodeo
Richard Beauchamp & Lisa Davis-

Philip King & Sarah Lovell-Smith
Chris Leaver & Graham Townsend
Miller John Livesey

Graham & Penelope Brady
John Claydon

Keith Dekkers

Jane Demeter

Tony Edney

Trish Faulkner

Helen France

Shauna Fraser

Lis & Bob Garner

lan Gillespie

James Goff & Catherine Chague-Goff ~ Graeme Stanley
Milton Hayward Juliet Stone
Adrienne & Peter Jackson

Hugh MacEwan

Caroline Maze

Pat McIntosh

Jamie Mills

Terence Overend

Peninsula & Plains Orienteers
Peninsula Tramping Club
Brendan & Carolyn Rhodes
Geoff Spearpoint

Kate Tapley
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Work Parties

Our volunteer work parties, the
Society’s “backbone”, have been
as busy as ever during the
second half of the year, and
there is certainly no shortage
of work for them both on our
own reserve and on the many
owned by the City Council. You
may remember that last year
the Society carried out 3,500
volunteer hours, and this year
the total will be about the same.

Ohinetahi

The work in managing our
reserve has been rewarded this
year by firstly receiving a
Weedbusters award and then
in November receiving
Environment Canterbury’s 2006
Resource Management Award
in the Community category.
The citation read “...for helping
to protect and enhance
Canterbury’s natural and physical
resources.” The Judges'

comments were “This project has
been carried out by a committed
group which has developed a well
thought out regeneration project.”
With 15 finalists in this category,
the award is a great credit to
the team. A handsome Tuatara
trophy and a framed certificate
were presented to
representatives at a function
held in the Christchurch Town
Hall.

Weekly working bees have
continued throughout the year
on what we consider to be the
Society’s flagship”. Autumn and
winter work consisted of
weeding patrols through the
bush, and the planting of 400
seedlings adjacent to the
Governors Bay entrance. Spring
and early summer rains have
helped considerably in allowing
the plants to become
established, as well as

Peninsula for people to enjoy.

Summit Road Society (Inc)

PO Box 17-719, Christchurch

Website: www.summitroadsociety.org.nz
Email: secretary@summitroadsociety.org.nz

President Mike White 03 312 1551

Vice-President Maurice McGregor 332 0597

Secretary John Goodrich 326 7330

Treasurer Paul Loughton 322 7082

Board Members Geoff Bendall 384 9254
Steve Cottrell 337 9049
Bill Woods 03 318 4825
Anne Kennedy 377 0364
Janey Thomas 033149514
Jeremy Agar 328 9956
Richard Pickering 332 2171

Honorary Life Members John Jameson 354 5925
Gordon Kirk 960 7134

Representatives

Selwyn District Council Annette Foster 347 8651

Hagley/Ferrymead

Community Board John Freeman 326 6406
Spreydon/Heathcote
Community Board Paul de Spa 942 2939

Port Hills Rangers 332 5627

Work Parties

Eastenders Geoff Bendall 384 9254

Ohinetahi Mike White 03 312 1551

Weekenders John Goodrich 326 7330

We are a voluntary society working to enhance, preserve and protect the
natural environment, beauty and open character of the Port Hills of Banks

We need and welcome contributions to our work through memberships,
donations and corporate sponsorships, participation in work parties (non-
members welcome - but why not join us as well!), and bequests.

encouraging strong growth
in the previous plantings.
The weather has not only
been good for the native
plants, but has also meant
that the weedeaters have
been hard at work to keep
our tracks clear.

Weekly work has been
supplemented by two or
three members spending a
further day each week on
possum control. We now
have 100 bait stations in
place. These are first loaded
with a non-toxic lure to
encourage feeding habits,
and then after about three
weeks a calicolciferol paste
is used for a rapid knock-
down. The bait stations are
then regularly filled with
brofidicum pellets. The bait
has been continuously
taken, but kill evidence is
not visible, with only very
occasionally dead possums
being found. However,
native fuscia is a favourite
food of possums, and this
is flourishing, giving us the
reassurance that our
poisoning is working. Rats
and mice are also targeted
by this type of poisoning.
Unfortunately, at present
we only have the resources
to cover around 20% of the
reserve.

Fire is a constant risk to the
reserve as it is on the Port
Hills in general. We suffered
a burn-out of about a half-
acre of regenerating bush
below the Bellbird saddle
around Guy Fawkes night,
and a car was pushed down
Bivvy Track and set alight.
Both these incidents
emphasise how serious fire
risk is. All the above work
is continuous and will
remain so. Additional
volunteers would be very
welcome.

Eastenders
The Eastenders have also
been busy with the

weedeaters, loppers and
shovels on a number of
tracks. The small reserve of
Jollies Bush above
Sumnervale has received a
makeover, and some
additional planting has
been done in Rapanui
Bush. The native plantings
in Sumnervale Reserve are
now becoming well-
established, assisted by the
recent good growing
conditions, and some
careful nurturing by the
group. The Eastenders also
spent a morning helping
our colleagues at Mt
Vernon Park, by carrying
out maintenance work on
the Albert Terrace to Dry
Bush track.

As mentioned in previous
newsletters, the Eastenders
have been working on the
track in Barnett Park, which
has been neglected for a
number of years. This is
now substantially finished.
The group’s major project
has been the construction
of a track linking Barnett
Park with the Summit Road.
The Reservoir Track from
the eastern side of Barnett
Park through Greenwood
Park to the prominent pines
on the Summit Road has
now been completed, and
is a superb addition to the
network of Port Hills
walking tracks.

Weekenders

The weekend work party
has now grown to 14, and
meets once a month on a
Saturday morning. Apart
from one outing to
Huntsbury Spur targeting
boneseed as part of a joint
City Council, DOC and
Weedbusters initiative, the
Weekenders have been
concentrating on clearing
a number exotic species in
Victoria Park, particularly
cotoneaster.



Resource Management roundup

Not only have we been busy with
loppers and shovels, but also it has
been a busy few months in the general
area of resource management.

Greater Christchurch Urban
Development Strategy

Many of you will have seen coverage
of the Urban Development Strategy in
the local press, which is a joint initiative
between Christchurch City Council,
Waimakariri District Council, Selwyn
District Council, Environment
Canterbury and Transit New Zealand,
to produce a plan for the Greater
Christchurch area to accommodate the
anticipated growth between now and
2041. Resulting from wide consultation,
focus group meetings and meetings
with a range of interest groups, the
Draft Strategy was published in
November. From the Society’s point of
view there are no real issues, as the
importance of parks, open spaces and
biodiversity are highlighted. Also, we
had concerns about further
development suggested for the harbour
basin, but this no longer features in
the Strategy. Nevertheless we made a
submission to ensure that the
importance of the Port Hills continues
to be emphasised, and to stress our
opposition to any changes which would
allow additional development.

Banks Peninsula District Plan

The process of finalising the Rural
Variation to the Plan was mentioned in
the last newsletter. The City Council has
appointed Boffa Miskell to produce
both the Landscape Study and the
Indigenous Vegetation Study, which
when completed will identify areas of
‘outstanding landscape’ and form the
basis for the rules in the plan relating
to protection, subdivision and any
development. There have been a series
of presentations to parties to the
Environment Court appeal and the
general public, and the intention is to
have both studies completed in the
autumn. The Landscape Study is being
carried out in stages, and we are
currently at what is perhaps the most
contentious stage, that of assigning
values to the landscape. Whilst the
studies include the whole peninsula,

it is important to remember that a
significant proportion of the Port Hills
is in the old Banks Peninsula District
Council area, which is the primary
reason that the Society appealed to the
Court. Hopefully by the time the next
newsletter is published there will be a
resolution to this longstanding issue.

Rhodes Road and Otahuna Road
In September we were notified of an
application for resource consent for the
erection of a dwelling on the upper
slopes of the Port Hills around the
245m contour. The site is in a natural
amphitheatre below Coopers Knob
(right), overlooking Tai Tapu, and close
to Gibraltar Rock and Omahu Bush. In
the Selwyn District Plan, the Port Hills
are designated as 'Outstanding
landscape and natural features’ as
defined in the Resource Management
Act, with a presumption of little or no
development above the 160m contour.
The District Plan allows one house per
100ha site, but this is classed as 'non-
complying’ and therefore the location
and design need to be assessed in the
context of the Plan’s rules for the
outstanding landscape area.

The Society made a submission
opposing the development, along with
DOC, Forest and Bird and Environment
Canterbury. Our view was that a house
in this location would be totally
inappropriate and have an adverse
impact on the landscape. An
Environment Court Commissioner’s
hearing was held, and we were pleased
that he agreed with the views of those
opposing the proposals, ruling that
resource consent should not be granted
on the grounds that “the potential
adverse effects on the environment
would be more than minor” and it
would be “contrary to the objectives
and policies of both the Regional Policy
and the Proposed Selwyn District Plan”.

This is an important decision as it is the
first relating to the upper slopes of the
Port Hills since the District Plan was
adopted by Selwyn District Council.

Gibraltar Rock, an outstanding landscape
feature, reminding us of Banks Peninsula’s
volcanic beginnings.

Site of the proposed dwelling above Rhodes
Road and Otahuna Road.
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SIVEE TUSSOCK  x et o o sente peivte

Silver tussock, a moderately large,
smooth-leaved, tufted grass, also known
by its botanical name Poa cita, is
arguably the most common native plant
on Banks Peninsula, if not in numbers
then certainly by its physical presence.
Indeed, Banks Peninsula is the
stronghold of silver tussock in Canterbury
and probably the whole of the South
Island. This familiar tussock now
dominates the landscape above the city
of Christchurch and many other parts of
the Peninsula. How has this come about?
Are these silver tussock grasslands
sustainable and worth protecting and
conserving, and if so, how best can this
be achieved? To answer these questions
we need to look briefly into the recent

history of the vegetation of the Peninsula;
the impact of two cultures, Polynesian
and European; the habitats tolerated or
favoured by grasses; the kinds of grasses
available; and some of the attributes of
silver tussock that have determined its
overall success on the one hand and its
partial decline on the other.

Prior to the arrival of humans in New
Zealand, about 1,000 years ago (the
actual time of arrival is still the subject
of ongoing debate), practically the whole
of the Peninsula was covered with forest
of one kind or another, except for the
highest points around the Akaroa and
Lyttelton volcanic crater rims, and steep
bluffs, rock outcrops, and coastal cliffs
generally hostile to the growth of forest

trees. These relatively small but widely
distributed non-forested habitats were
the places where most of the grasses,
including silver tussock, fescue tussock,
snow tussock and other native herbs
survived during the forest era. Natural
fires may have occurred on the Peninsula
during this era, as happened elsewhere
in Canterbury, but a major deforestation
by fire took place during Polynesian
times some 500 to 1,000 years ago
when large areas of forest were cleared
from the drier outer and lower slopes
of the Peninsula, including the Port Hills.
Most, if not all, of the high points were
also affected by these fires. Half buried,
charred logs of mountain totara can still
be seen amongst the tussock grasses on

Mt Herbert, Flag Peak and other high
points. Some have been aged by
radiocarbon dating with ages ranging
from about 600 to 1,100 years. Undated
buried charcoals in soils almost certainly
stem from forest clearance during this
period. This evidence is supported by
radiocarbon dates on cultural artefacts
from Long Lookout Point which places
the earliest time of Polynesian occupation
there around 600 to 700 years ago.

Following deforestation, the cleared land
was colonised by fire-tolerant native
plants such as silver tussock, snow
tussock, and others recruited from rocky
and coastal refugia, and promoted
further by intermittent fires up to the
time of European occupation. Whilst
the spread of snow tussock and fescue
tussock was confined to the moister, less
fertile soils of the highest points, silver

tussock spread from a range of refugia
from above the former tree limit down
to sea level due to its fire and drought
tolerance and its preference for relatively
fertile soils, derived in this case from
nutrient-rich wind blown loess and local
volcanic rocks. Other features of silver
tussock contributing to its success and
vigour as a colonising plant and
grassland dominant, are its high
chromosome number (2n = 84), its
regular flowering, seed set and
germination, its ability to extend laterally
from short rhizomes, and the apparent
absence of pests and diseases. Thus the
pre-eminence of silver tussock grassland
on hill slopes at the time of European
settlement, recorded on film, canvas,
and in print, was clearly a product of
cultural disturbance aided by the ability
of silver tussock to colonise and exploit

bare droughty yet fertile soils, and to
withstand further fires. By all accounts,
the silver tussocks on the Port Hills at
that time were well grown with long
overhanging leaves, and there was much
bare ground in the inter-tussock spaces,
indicating an apparent lack of other
native grasses and herbs suited to this
habitat.

The most significant impact of European
settlement and land use on the Peninsula
was the further destruction of primary
forest by milling and fire, and its gradual
replacement by introduced pasture
grasses and other herbs, including
aggressive and highly competitive
grasses like browntop, chewings fescue
and cocksfoot, the latter sown especially
for seed production and well suited to
the droughty vyet fertile soils. A feature
of land long cleared of forest in

continued overleaf




Polynesian times is the dominance of
silver tussock almost as a monoculture
and the smooth appearance of the land
surface which is devoid of standing
stumps. In contrast, land cleared of forest
in European times is dominated by
introduced pastures with standing tree
stumps and large logs still evident in
places. With the introduction of grazing
animals, silver tussock, seldom grazed
by sheep, but more often by cattle,
retained its structural dominance, at least
for a time, and the diversity of grazing-
resistant native and introduced herbs
increased in the inter-tussock spaces.
With the further passage of time, the
advent of aerial oversowing and
topdressing, and the greater use of sheep
and cattle grazing, silver tussock has
receded upslope and diminished in
importance as a structural dominant on
the driest ridges and where animals
camp overnight. On upper hillslopes
Northern Hemisphere grasses and
legumes such as cocksfoot, ryegrass,
browntop, sweet vernal and red and
white clovers tend to dominate, while
the depleted silver tussock grasslands
on drought prone lower slopes are now
dominated by Australian grasses such
as the danthonias, needle grasses and
wheatgrass, most probably derived from
seed mixtures or from the wool of
imported sheep. We simply do not have
the native equivalents of these dryland,
sward-forming and grazing-resistant
Australian grasses.

Silver tussock is a robust long-lived grass
and in this respect behaves like a
surrogate shrub. Its growth habit and
vigorous growth, however, can be its
downfall. New shoots are produced
annually within the tussock from growing
points which gradually become well
elevated above ground level as the plant
becomes older. Ultimately the tussocks
become pedestalled, top-heavy and
vulnerable to desiccation by drought,
competition from introduced grasses
such as cocksfoot, and damage or
destruction by cattle. Despite these
inherent pitfalls and trends in vegetation
succession, silver tussock still maintains
a structural dominance in well managed
grassland on rural land on Banks
Peninsula. A conservative yet effective
grazing management has been the key
to the sustainability of these grasslands.
Where infrequent or lax grazing has
occurred, introduced plants are able to
assert greater dominance, and the spread

of woody weeds has been enhanced. In
the total absence of grazing animals,
silver tussock grassland has been
supplanted by rank growth of introduced
grasses such as cocksfoot, chewings
fescue and browntop, and the individual
tussocks are dead or moribund, or
shaded out by the dense growth of
woody weeds such as gorse. At the other
extreme, overgrazing, especially by cattle,
can result in the gradual elimination of
silver tussock.

In brief, Banks Peninsula supports the
largest expanses of silver tussock
grassland in the country. These
grasslands reflect a long history of natural
processes and carry a strong imprint of
two successive cultures, Polynesian and
European, thus assuming an important
place in our cultural heritage.
Notwithstanding their secondary origin
and the preponderance of introduced
plants in the inter-tussock spaces, silver
tussock grassland still supports a
surprising number of native plants

around rock outcrops within the
grassland, at the bases of individual
tussocks and within the tussocks
themselves. In my opinion, the
conservation of silver tussock grasslands
on Banks Peninsula in general and on
the Port Hills in particular, is a matter
of national importance, and the
protection and/or sustainable
management of these grasslands should
be vigorously pursued. For the Port Hills,
the best option is the more or less
continuous silver tussock grassland
between Dyers Pass road and Evans Pass,
immediately above the city of
Christchurch. Most of these grasslands
are now protected in one form or
another. Their effective and coordinated
management poses a real challenge
now and in the medium and long term.

Dr. Brian Molloy, Botanist

Research Associate at Landcare Research,
Lincoln. Regional representative of the
Queen Elizabeth Il National Trust.

II  The conservation of silver tussock grasslands on

Banks Peninsula in general and on the Port Hills in particular,

is a matter
of national

importance.



FORMAK

Paul Devlin makes reference to the
"Forest Monitoring and Assessment Kit”
in his contribution to this newsletter.
FORMAK is a monitoring kit designed
for immediate use by land owners,
landcare groups, community groups
and other "hands on” users interested
in assessing the condition of New
Zealand native forest ecosystems. The
FORMAK project has been undertaken
by with support from the Minister for
the Environment’s Sustainable
Management Fund, which is
administered by the Ministry for the
Environment. The kit comprises a range
of simple field tools to collect data, and
is supported by a web site where the
information can be entered and stored
and reports produced. There are a
number of modules such as vegetation
plots, bird counts and animal pests, all
designed to assess the relative health
of sites over a period of time.

The Society’s Ohinetahi group is
currently involved in a joint pilot project

with the Port Hills Rangers at Kennedys
Bush, and the Governors Bay Landcare
Group at Zephyr Terrace. To date, there
has been some initial training with a
view to carrying out field work later in
the year.

The Society believes that there are a
sound reasons for spending time in
monitoring. First and foremost, we have
an obligation to enhance the biodiversity
of our reserve under our covenants with
the QEII National Trust, and clearly,
unless we record and monitor, there is
no way we can judge how successful
our ongoing management is.

The other major factor is that having
detailed knowledge of our reserve and
the impact of management can be an
important element in proving our
credentials when seeking funding.

For further information on the kit, see
www.formak.co.nz

FORMAK—a website providing access to a

monitoring kit for assessing the condition
of NZ native forest ecosystems.

The Harry Ell Summit Road Memorial Trust

The Harry Ell Summit Road
Memorial Trust was set up by the
Society in 2002, with the express
purposes of:

B To receive funds for the
furtherance of the works of
The Summit Road Society
(Incorporated)... and in
particular—

(i) To enable the Society to
purchase or otherwise acquire
land on the Port Hills

(i) To generally further the
works of the Society by way
of funding the ongoing
maintenance of tracks and
other facilities

B To invest funds received in
either approved Trustee
investments or in projects
which may be promoted or
endorsed by the Society.

To meet the above needs it is
important that the Society has
substantial funds on hand to take
advantage of opportunities to
purchase. The Society recognises
that outright purchase on a willing
seller/willing buyer basis is the best
way to protect open space. Funds
are also required for the continued
maintenance of acquired land and
ongoing maintenance work.

If you are planning to make a
donation, or arrange a bequest
which is intended to help to
preserve the Port Hills, or indeed
know anyone in this position, we
would ask you to consider the
merits of placing the donation or
bequest with the Trust.

It is worth remembering that our
acquisition of Ohinetahi Reserve
was only made possible by
bequests. This land has been
protected by an Open Space
Covenant and is available for all
to enjoy.

The purchase, protection, enhancement of open spaces on the Port Hills for all to enjoy

Dr Cockayne and Harry Ell [1904]

For further information please contact

the Treasurer Paul Loughton
Ph 322 7082




From the Port Hills Rangers

The Port Hills Ranger team are seeing
in the end of another productive year
on the Port Hills. This year has seen the
team involved in a wide variety of
projects from Summit Road car parks to
overseas fire fighting. While we have
enjoyed the general support from our
community, it is the continued dedication
of the Summit Road Society that allows
us to make the most of our resources
due to the enormous volunteer hours
that they provide in the field.

Some ‘highlights’ of the year:

Amalgamation

The amalgamation of Banks Peninsula
and Christchurch Councils has seen only
minor affects to our team so far. We
are getting more requests for technical
advice on recreation and biodiversity
impacts from proposed subdivisions and
also from local groups who have
involvement in the maintenance of some
walkways around the bays. Requests
for advice on weeds, particularly
biodiversity threats have increased as
has the role we play in rural fire
management particularly training needs
for the volunteer fire forces and for
permits. We are enjoying the new
contacts we are making with the local
communities and the ability to be able
to review our priorities and strategies
now that we have a larger area in which
to consider how we deliver our key
objectives

Recreation

Some fantastic work by the ranger team,
Summit Road Society and other
volunteers has seen new track
connections from Barnett Park to the
Summit Road and John Britten Reserve,
plus upgrades of sections of track through
Scarborough Reserve, Bowenvale and
Marleys Hill mountainbike tracks. Issues
continue with vandalism damage to
signs, fences and other structures along
the Summit Road. Major storm damage
to the Bowenvale complex occurred over
August that wiped out massive sections
of tracks and structures.

Biodiversity

Intensive trapping and poisoning
programmes in Kennedy's Bush reserve
has resulted in a substantial drop in
possum and rat numbers. Wax tag
monitoring showed that pre-treatment
infestations were 15% RTC and post
treatment was 1.5%. Our objective is to

be able to hold the reserve at 3% or
lower, to allow natural reintroductions
and possibly a targeted release
programme.

A community based monitoring
programme called FORMAK (Forest
Monitoring and Assessment Kit) has had
our support and several days of field
work led by Di Carter and supported by
the Summit Road Society showed how
useful this monitoring system can be.
This programme will support our other
monitoring programmes that we
currently carry out on invertebrates, bush
birds, tussock grasslands, grazing and
plant and animal pests.

Replanting programmes were again
successful and we are now approaching
the time that several sites are almost
complete in terms of any further
planting. We will be focusing next year
on completing these and adding any
necessary species that are absent. Along
with huge community support we
continue to pursue eradication and
control of biodiversity weeds such as
Old Mans Beard, Darwin's barberry,
cotoneaster and banana passion vine
to name a few.

Compliance/fire control
As usual we have suffered at
the hands of a few who destroy
what we work hard to provide.
In general terms the year has
been no better or worse and
we continue to liaise with local
police and other agencies to
limit the damage.

| spent 7 weeks in the USA
assisting with an international
deployment to help contain
their wildland fires that were
burning out of control in most
of the NW United States. It
was an incredible experience
and while only a few of us had
experienced fires of this scale,
our training and skills allowed
us to be of real assistance to
them. The exposure to this
benefits NZ rural fire agencies
in terms of skill development
and international relations.

Education

The Port Hills Visitor Centre is
continuing in its development,
with the focus now on finishing

the geology and historical displays. We
are still seeking keen volunteers to be
able to staff the building on weekends
to allow a greater level of service to
visitors to the area. The ranger team
continue to deliver quality environmental
education programmes to schools and
tertiary institutions.

Strategic

The team continue to provide
professional advice in terms of recreation
or biodiversity enquiries as they relate
to new subdivisions, resource consent
applications or strategic planning
documents. We have been working
closely with our colleagues, both internal
and external on a wide variety of plans.

Again, thanks to the Society for the
assistance they provide not only my
team but of course their contribution to
keeping the Port Hills the special place
that it is and allowing the careful
continued development of this much
loved and used landscape.

Have an enjoyable 2007!

Paul Devlin
Head Ranger
Port Hills

Di Carter speaks on the progress and future plans for
the regeneration of native forest on the Port Hills.
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Outings highlights

Montgomery Spur }

As many of you will be aware, the proposal to
subdivide and develop Montgomery Spur was the
subject of a good deal of controversy, with the
Society being one of the parties opposing the
development in the Environment Court. In the event,
the Court turned down the development proposals,
the land has now been transferred to the City Council,
and is a great addition to the Port Hills parks and
reserves.

Geoff Harrow, a member who lives close to the site,
has taken a keen interest in Montgomery Spur, and
kindly agreed to lead a walk around its boundary,
accompanied by Dr Brian Molloy on 27 August. This
outing attracted over 40 people, including a number
of interested locals. It is impossible to gain an
appreciation of just how big the site is without
walking on it, and many were surprised to find that
it extends as far as the Avoca Valley to the east.
Currently there is very little in the way of native
bush, but there is native tussock on the upper areas,
which as explained by Brian, is an important
component of the biodiversity of the Port Hills. (See
Brian’s article in this issue). Pending a detailed
management plan, the City Council is currently
grazing sheep. Certainly, there are excellent
opportunities for both opening up the land for
recreation by building walking tracks, and also for
enhancing its biodiversity. The Society looks forward
to contributing to the long-term proposals.

Montgommery Spur—a great addition to the Port Hills
parks and reserves.

Mid-winter dinner

Once again members had a relaxing and entertaining
thanks to Lindsey and Siggy Sigglecow, at the Sign
of the Kiwi. The event is now a regular fixture in
the Society calendar.

Merrymaking at the Sign of the Kiwi

Nearing the ridge of Montgommery Spur

Restoration Sites

The outing on 29 October
was a tour by bus of a
number of the City Council
owned sites where active
management, including
planting and weed control,
has taken place to encourage
the regeneration of native
forest. Again, this was a very
successful outing, with a
good turnout. Di Carter from
the Port Hills Rangers led the
tour, and everyone was
impressed by her knowledge,
enthusiasm and her ability
to talk non-stop about the
subject. It was also very
encouraging to learn about
the Council’s continued
commitment to the Port Hills
and their management.
Christchurch is lucky to have
this sort of commitment from
its elected members, and the
skills and dedication of the
Port Hills Rangers. After
lunch at Kennedys Bush a
number of different sites
were visited from Evans Pass
to Omahu Bush.

Restoration sites tour

Restoration sites tour

The tour was so successful and informative
that someone, (who shall remain
anonymous), suggested that this should
be an annual event which is compulsory
for new members! Whilst the Society has
no wish to go to this extent, we are
discussing with the Rangers the possibility
of repeating the tour on a regular basis,
with perhaps some of the other staff
involved to cover areas other than
restoration of native forest.



